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Continuing manufacturing investment at Newbury Electronics
•
•
•

Selective robotic conformal coating machine installed
Installation of nickel gold line plating line
New employment opportunities

Despite the continued uncertainty surrounding the future direction of the country and
a contracting manufacturing market, Newbury Electronics bucks the trend by
generating record sales and continuing to invest in its facilities and services to meet
stringent demands from clients and to accommodate technological advances. The
first capital investment is the installation of a new selective conformal coating line. A
thin layer of a polymeric film is applied to the completed boards to provide extra
protection against chemicals, dust, moisture and extremes of temperature. Without
this additional protection, boards being utilised in a more hostile environment would
be prone to far higher levels of failure.
John Rowley, managing director, said; "Previously we have had to outsource any
conformal coating requirements but this new equipment enables us to deliver the
coating to a high technical level of tolerance and precise coating thicknesses. It will
also reduce delivery time but at no increased cost to customers. The new service,
which will be carried out on a PVA Delta 8 machine which also incorporates
stackers, conveyors, a UV inspection station and a curing cabinet. A new working
area has been created to house the equipment, as this process requires a clean

environment. "Customers will be able to order boards with this coating via Newbury's
online ordering facility, PCB Train, from January 2020.
A second area of investment is a nickel gold plating line for the company's PCB
fabrication service. This investment is in line with the company's desire to maximise
on opportunities in advanced technology markets such as the aerospace and military
sectors, where gold finish is preferred for many boards. "Gold is non-reactive flat
finish which has a longer shelf life so is specified for many boards in these key
markets. Whilst silver is robust and we do offer a free re-plating service, it does
oxidise over time;" explained Rowley. "Alongside this investment in equipment
comes a requirement for additional staff so we are actively recruiting for a range of
new positions for people to work in both these new areas and the existing areas of
the business."
Background
Newbury Electronics has been trading for 63 years, during which time it has kept in step with changes
in both electronics and manufacturing. It now offers its customers some of the most advanced
contract electronic manufacturing (CEM) solutions available in the UK. The company provides a full
electronic design, and PCB CAD layout service alongside PCB manufacture and assembly in
Newbury, West Berkshire. It employs over 90 staff and is dedicated to the rapid manufacturing of
small and medium batch PCB assemblies. Production includes complex surface mount assemblies,
automated and manual through hole assembly, box build, test, & rework.
Customers can select from any of the company’s services and the company is happy to undertake
single, bespoke projects through to the design and supply of manufactured lots exceeding 10,000 pcs
on its ten automated SMD assembly lines. It has recently introduced an economical express same
day PCB manufacturing service for orders placed before 9am.

As a contract electronic manufacturer, each year the company undertakes more than 11,000 works
orders for its clients, who benefit from the economies of scale built from the volume of orders
processed. To learn more about the company's capabilities visit Newbury Electronics or watch
https://www.youtube.com/embed/l3oYzWgIouU
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Tel: 01635 40347

Email: john.rowley@newburyelectronics.co.uk

For media enquiries please contact Avril Chaffey
T:01488 608898

M:07765 343565
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You are receiving this press release as it may be of interest to you. If you no longer wish to
receive news & information from Newbury Electronics or wish to see a copy of our privacy
policy then please contact Avril Chaffey at avril@avrilchaffeypr.co.uk or tel +44 (0)1488 608898,
thank you.
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